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the Ben Lomond range, he compelled Gloncairn to con-
centrate and occupy a strong position at Aberfoylo,
Here Monk attacked him. Again and again he was re-
pulsed. But the discipline of the " red soldier " told at
last, and Glencairn had to give way. The hills wore
cleared, every boat on the loch destroyed, and the
western boundary of the southern area completed with
an impassable stretch of water from Argyle's country
to the banks of the Clyde.

Meanwhile Middleton had outwitted Morgan. Break-
ing up his force he had slipped it piecemeal over the
hills and had joined his friends in Lochaber. It was
the signal for active operations. Leaving a small force
to cover Glasgow, and ordering up the Border horse
under Colonel Howard in support, Monk suddenly
shifted on to the Perth line and plunged into the hills,
He meant if possible to drive the enemy through the
gap he had left into the Lowlands, where they would full
an easy prey to his horse, or, if that failed, to force thorn
northward. Moving with startling rapidity ho was
soon entangled in the wildest of the enemy's mountains
and morasses. It was a country which till Dearie's
demonstration two years ago had boon considered in-
accessible to Lowland troops. It swarmed with roving
bands of Highlanders; every straggler was a doomed
man; the horse could hardly move, and the whole
work of the march was arduous beyond all experience,
But bold as was Monk's project its execution wart
cautious in the extreme. Every stop of tho way ho
made good. The country was systematically ravaged
and every castle of strategic importance captured, gar-
risoned, and turned into an advanced magazine* according rear and stopped           >;
